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TRATICN S®EA IJRDS SUMHAZY
Decamber 1943

During ths month Operation SZA LIRDS continued to expand the U. 3¢ Havy
ar=a of operations on the inlsnd waterways of the III and IV Corps Tactieal

-

Zones. Woriding wiih teth Y. Z. and Tieinamese greund units, th= combined
afforts of the three davy itask Torces mada 3iznifizand srogress in thn2 ilncer=-
diziism, pacificaticn, snd harassaent compald s,

Interdiction satrols contirmied o the Zach Cia-ionz Iuyen Canal ia Zien
Giang Provines and alcnz tre Cazbedian border on the Rach Zizng Thank amd Yinh
Ta Canal., Combined FBR/ASPS patrols on the Rach Jla-long Iuyen Canal wers
supplemented by frequent 2egiormal Force (3F) swesps along the canal banks. On
the Vinh Te enemy oppesiltion encountered early in the month was met by occasional
employment of RF and CIDG sweeps amxl adding ATC's to the mtrol fores until
falling water lavels prevented ATC operations late in the month. A4n ATC was
also employed with the PCF's operating on the Rach Giang Thanh., Here it was
found that night patrols using night observaiion devices gave the pstrol units
an advantage over the enemy in ambush situations. U. i« Havy SLAL operations
were al=o carrisd out along the Vinh Ta Canal early in the month. CInemy oppo=
sition to these two interdiction campaigns decreased siznificantly toward the
end of Decembsr,

A third interdiction campaign was initiated with Operation GI.NT SLING-
SHOT on & December. River Patrol Force and Hobile Riverins Force units have
operated on the VYam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong up to 35 milss west and 50 miles
northwest of Saigon in an effort to cut eneay infiltration fr-a the ”Parrot's-
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COASTAL SURVYIITANCE PORCT SToLR
December 1568

Coastal activity inereased during December as detections of junks

and sampans rose by nearly 15,000 to 47,814. Task Tores 115 uniis checkzd

! ) PR e Q= - % 2% s 3 b | L} e 3 ” os 3
7k percent of iie eraft detacied by sarryiagz sub 19,4864 instecsisns ind
L bl e o — - T - 2y 4= T T A o —pey | S { - 2 g -
9223 J08TTUINIB. a4 23TAL T Ly_.F Derscns were dersinsd o s loTer

razers or sthar suspicicus aetirviiy.
steel-muilad vessels in MUTTT TIT areas Ju=ias the zonth. .o suspicious
activity was disclosed by the 970 inspections and 22 boardings carried out
to check these vessela, In addition to normal surveillznce eperaticns in
the MARKET TIME areas, "Swift” boats assumed patrol duties on the lower
portions of the Co Chien, Haa Luong and Soirap Rivers. This permitted
redeployment of Task Foree 116 patrol crafi for Coperzticn SEA LIRDS!
counter infiltration campaigns. On the rivers, PCF's of Task Forece 115
detected 11,687 craft, inspected 2,407, and boarded 6,417,

Haval gunfire support and river intrusion operations also incrsased
during December. Of the 43 rivsr operations carried out, all but two took
place in IV CTZ as 2 part of Operation SEA LUADS, Also in suprort of
Operation SZA LORDS, two "Swift" boats conducted daily patrols of the Rach
Giang Thanh to counter enemy infiltration along the Cambodian border,
Hostils fire was encountered on 23 of the river ilncursions, resulting in
three USH and one VNN killed, 28 USN and one VM wounded, and 17 "Swift®
beats damaged. Lnemy losses to gunfire from the HARKET TIME units during

Enclosure (2)

GROUP 4

PR A IS Ypbaryels 37 ehrREarT |

DECLASSIFIED



CERHAR AR

the river raids and 889 addition2l gunfire support missions came o 1,405
eraft and structures destroysd plus 1,006 heavily damaged, 119 killed
(68 bvody count plus 51 probable), and 47 wounded (10 body count plus 37
probabla).

Gn ta2 moraning of 5 Dacember, 2CF 36 and FCT 88 wer= zairolliaz
t29 iacn Jisaz Thann wBen Lhey were msbushed sevsn milss nortasasy of
I3 Tionm. The eneay ficed on ths two zacsol oerali Zrom Lola Seaws ol taR
Tysr wiih =mall srms, S7T—asn m3ccilless riflas amd Sl sociksis. Jacnins
man, smail 2rms and grenada Zire fram the "SwAfLY Zcais parudally suspressed
tha hosiile fire as they slearsd the ambush area. The crall beached at Tr=
Pho, a short distance upriver, to care for the nine crewmen wounded (three
seriously). In addition, one crewman was killed in the action and one Vi
lost overboard and ancther wounded. o 3=40 or receilless rifls rounds
scored direct nits, howevsr, both eraft were damaged by numercus amall
arms hits. During the return downriver through the ambush aresa, cover
was provided by a Task Force 116 light helicopter fire team thal satursted
the enemy posilions with rockets and machine gun fire. Dus (o the dense
cover along both banks the enemy was unseen throughout the engagemert and
enemy losses wers URKNOWTL

On the morning of 10 December, PCF 70 and PCF 39 entered the Cua Dad
River 12 miles scutheast of Danang to take enemy bunkers upriver under fire,
As the two eraft wers proceeding back out to sea after destroying seven

bunkers, heavy automatic weapons fire was received from three sites at

Enclosure (2)
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very close range. The enemy fire was returned killing at least one
iet Cong. After clearing the arsa, the craft proceedsd to the Coastal
Group 1L base for treatmnent of f{ive wounded crewmen. 4 naval zunfire
SR

sucport mission was fired oa tie mmbusa site by W58 Gllazddd OTT

aAith micmown resuiia.

for urgent reval guniire support. Suickly respomcing with 39 roun
of mortar fire, the esnemy altack was rspulsed. 4 swsep oI toe 2rsa
revealed 2ight bodies and numerous blood trails plus other human parts
indicating heavy eneny losses

) An Operation S5IA L{RIS mission on 27 December tock six "iwifi®
boats sunported by helicopters, fixed wing air strikes and a Seventh
FTleaet destroyer imto the previocusly unpenetrated Hang Ho, 3o Gui and
Dam Doi rivers. Hoving north up adjeining ecanals, the RARX.T (IiE
undte probed a Tiet Cong headcuarters area near the scuthern tip of
Vietnam, During the five=hour-long operzticn, 30 sampans, 15
structurss and four river barriers were destroyed. Another 30 sampans
and 24 structures were damaged., During a brief but intense battle, as
the craft headed back to sea viz the Cua lLan River, one Viet Cong was
Killed and two crewnsn received inor wounds,

On the night of 26 December, PCF 88 closed the shore three miles

west 37 Ha Tien to illuminats a possible contact. The illumination

Enclosure (2)
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rounds apparently revealed the positions of a Xhmer Zampuchea Xrom

(XXX) and Viet Cong unit because a fire fight broke out between the
two units ashore that lasted for several hours. Friendly uniis at

fia Tien staled they were not involved and intelligsnse rezoris

DA
e rin

Ui
i

indicatad thst the Tist Cong nad lost 22 KHilsd ama 3hs XI 1

and 7 weourded,
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RITER PATROI, PORCE SUSE.RY
Decemper 1968

The cperations being conducted in support of OUperation SzA LIZIS
®eZ2., Operation GIANT SLINGSHCT, Vinh Te Canal Cempaign and Rach Cia=-
Long Iuyen Cznal Campaign, have taken some IITPATFCR umits 51° the 32 jor
e Jelia. dccorzingly, there 2as heen a corrvestending decriase

in mumbers of contacna istectad and number 3F eTeE0ms snseked i3 wes Zxsechad

- - . - - ;o2
L2 Lo less dense zreas 52 sovulaticn md troliiic. E7

i
-4

vhen moving these
&ssiducus us2 3 previcus sxrerisnce and zactical imtei_igznes, Task Group
comuanders have ,osz icned their remaining nairols to countar ile enay in
the most active areas. This has balanced somewhat the decrease in detect-
ions and search and is believed to be the best solution possible under the
above circumstances, To further offset the decreased patrol capability of
te major rivers by GAME JARDEW units, PCF's of TF 115 began patrolling the
lower Ham Luong River 2s part of Operation Sha LCBDS, On 12 December TF 115
was further tasked with patroliing the lower Co Chien and Soirep rivers as
part of SEA LORDS, On 28 December TF 115 relieved TF 115 of ratrol respon=
sibilities of the lower Ham luong and Co Chien rivers. During this month
PE2R's of TF 116 detected 190,913 watercraf and conducted 45,513 inzpect~
ions and 81,218 boardings.
Intelligence reports during the month looked for the start of the

snamy's winter-spring offensive, Initial reperts indicated thit a large

sczle offensive could be expected by the 22nd or ithe month, this was

GROTP 4 Enclosure (3)
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later revised to the 25th and eveantually was forecast $o occur sumestime
in January, The delay in the start of the offensive was atiribuled to
the aporehension of 2 considsrzble mumber of enemy sapper/comao-liaison
azents within the Capital ¥ilitary District ard the disraptive eflsciles of
allisd gperztions,

particulay the GlalT CLINGAEJT patrels of thz Tam O

in
Tay rivers, on nesry dovement U Jertonnei and SUDS oS3

S.'h

Jong/Tan

-, ) - ol e e iy 3 Y e - T ey -
Thara ywere Tour 2TTaCKS3 [gEAnsST o9rLnsEnt 20ADs 30 a3 WD .=l

dmring <his reparting period. m 3 Decemrer, 2 mime detonaten iosus O
aetars astern of the 335 CUAHLL SlAdE and 500 meters ahesd of the 33 walagla

with no friendly casualtics or damage. un 4 December, a detonaiicm cccurred
midships, cutboard side, of the 5SS XAHA which was moored alongsids the Shell
Pier at ths ¥ha Be Fuel FParm, The vessel suffered minor dmmage Sul there
were no friendly casualties. On 17 Dec r, the ¥STS ship Carl Sal HARTIH
came under attack while proceeding north on the Long Tau. All rociets =missed
tha shipe On 20 December, the S5 PIN:ZR MIUG was atlacked by zockets aboub
18 milss south—-southz:ast of Saigon with no friendly casualtias.

Cn the evening 22 1 December, a PER on routine patrol encountered a
junk 75 fast away from the quay wall at Tra On subwsector campound, about
10 miles asoutheast of Can Tho. When aporoached by the PEi's tpe junk
axploded, Investigation reveclad that thres persons were in tho Junk as
well as a 105-zm howitzer roud rigsed as a booby trap. The trio had
earlier attempted to taks the booby trap into the Tra Cn sub-secior cozmpound

but were turned sway and told to dumr it into the river., The irio remained

Znclosure (3)
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on the river aporoxdmately one hsur sricre to uas arrival of tas Pbittz.
Aftar the junk exploded, the PER's approached tha Tra Cn sub-sector

ecmpound. Upon reeeiving two sniper rounds from the bown complex Lhey

withivew. A3 tie 22R's wers withdruwwing, 2 msud Zenews <xglcded In the
=idet of *ha civilian Ivowd walch fed Zatoerss SuLsids LS COmDUULG,

S 11iks nine oviliass and weundios 17, Imvellicoacs avaluasion Sspelided
wrad thisg Yesddond ey beve besn o indtiated Ty oz Visn Cuge Lerrorist agnad
-Ath Trg Ip anbesscisr foascund a3 Lhe oTRme T arzob end Sk Tafls 23 3
srohabla aliernats tarzsy of oagartunilyz.

o)

‘hile on survciliance patrdl in the carly svening ol I Lecuamser,

=iles northeast of Raeh

o
Qo
£
ct
K

Seawnlyes 76 and 72 observed 12 sampsns, #
Ciz, in the process of loading/Teloading, They proceeded to piace mltiple
strikes on the tarzt until they had expended 21l of their asswmanition.  They
obwmervaed three direct rocket hils on extremely heavily loaded saapans with |
oceunsnts 3ad othar loading perscanel hit by heuvy wespons fire. Lanage
estimates were six sampans dsstroyed ard six dawgeds Znemy zersonnal
casualtisg weras listed as eizht probably killed ard seven probsbly wounded,
There were no Us J. casualtias,

TU 116.7.3 procsedinz to an harassment and interdiction aission in
response £2 intelligence on the morming of 12 Decsmber came undsr heavy
autamaticeweapons and B-40 rocket fire from both banks of 2 canal 5
Kdlometers east of 3a Dec. The cover btoat was hit by 2 B=40 rockst which
cansed it to lose steering conmtrol. +hen the lead boet reversed course

in order to make a covering firing run both umitas again came under intensa

Bnelosure (3)
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B=40, recoillegs-rifls and automatic-w2apons fire. BHoth boates received
B=i0 and numerous Weanons hits, Seawolvss and additional PEil's came to
the 2ssistance of the attacksd boats amd they were abls To withkdraw to

2 friendiy outpeet, Tobth boals beachsd and Live wounded wers madevaced

7 3eawnlves. Jn= of thz FEL'3 wR3 Lhen Ltowsd Y2 Ja Tee wiile ths otaer
w2 12t for Myturs 2alys=ge. Zalvags attamsta o LS Lonh YETS lLASuoTe3sSe

a ) T DI S Eia, S o e, T = ey g = R ey
-dl oL 9 LM Lat Ay Thne 15330 21 Two '4\...5."5 TR T2i. W33 o=t Tg malZer

vr
oF
1)
o
M
o
11L
i
h
3
w
IL
)
"y
tﬁ
)
L I
L
|
i
L
At
{0
Y
b
¢ ]

omnd crhare racicet hils bsnestl o
Tuzmped sute after raflzatinz ths P30 I w23 towed %o Sa Lee. Frisndly
casualiiss wers two killed in action and four wounded, Cngmy casualliies
based on a repert of a relizhle Visinamese aizent wers placed at 17 dllied
by PER and Seawlf {irse, |

At aprroxdmately three o' elack in the morning on 13 Dazesmber, 233
731 2=d ASP3=1lll~5 were patrolling the 7am Co T3y River, as part of Jperam
tisn CIANT SLINGHOT, whan they were ambushed 8 miles soulheast of loc Hoa.
The ambush site was 100 meters long on both banks of ths river with one .50
caliber machine gun at each end of tie site on the north bank. Initial
firinz by the enemy knocked out commmnications on primary radios on both
boats. Afier about 15 minmmtss the ASPE was able %o contact ‘he speeial
forcaes parsonnsl at Mec Hoa on a PRC=25., Two Amy gunships were scrambled
to go to the aid of the boats, The PBR and A3P3 returned the fire of the
eneny and the Amy gunships made one firing run on the north banlt suppress-—

ing fire., Additional P5i's, ACPD's and Secawolves wers sent to the area

Znclosurs (3)
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to provids security. The PES was bheached and the misvied medaveced, The
ASPD with PSil's and Sseawolves providing szcurity was touwsd io Tuyen [hone
The PER procewded to LilMH-13 und.r its own powsr., The T had =suffered
hr2s wl=T and numerous small arms Wdls. Ul 0. cumueliles were Ilve
wmnded on the PRa and Lhraw on Lhe aliDe  lnemy fasup ooles are ninowll

® g . ST 2 o R G P 5
el 1 W ST ueNOoN 3D ia Ll dmIal, bR LAY AR Faiey STem™

Yhz Tam J0 Jung River rhen They Clias Lndsr nedvy 2uLoreEiis-wsasons ol
mckat Ilre accul Z5 mllss wesy 37 Thu Cuong, The Jilre was ramurted angd
the units clear=d the idil zone., Seuwolves scrambled and andiiliosnsl
surfaes uaits cams under altack about 3 =xiles north-northwest ol Hisp Hoa
whils smroute to the scene. An inmay helo teem which had also been serambled

plecad a strike in the area and the LrT provided cover aud security ar the

TPlxitas, Tour of the nmore erilically wounded iavymen were medevacud, one of

these subsequentiy died of woundss Two other PEd personnel werz al:so
wounded, Znemy loS8es &€ UNLKIOWN.

WYhile trunsiting south on Vam Co Dong idver mideafternscon ocn 29
December, Pfui's 8131 anéd 8134, GI 4T ZiIiGSHIY TU 1944964, received
Z=4C rocket and asutomsticewearons fire from the south bank of tha river
about five nil:s aouth of Tay #inhe The unitz returmed the firz uni cleared
the area, One rsekst struck FEd 8134 starboard side coxswain {lit armor

plate ceusing massive snrapnel daazgs. Jao. casucloies ware the patrol

Enclozure (3)
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DECLASSIFIED

Pieer killed and three others wounded, one of them seriously.

Znemy

casuslties are unknowne.

During the

month, a nmumber of enemy arms caches wsre uncovered and

seized. A listing of the items seized at the larger caches may be found
on paze 2 of enclosure {3). In adcition to the ams caches Lwo incidents
in7olTing mecical surmpliss cecurreds CTne of these waz 2 sungen 3IZNCEN

i She sa22i Rank of the Tam Oo Jomg Ziver, mnich gomtseinsce tTer moronine
soprhtes zad 10 suburing ks, The sit: was lafer ideacilled s one inat
t2d een used sreviously as @ Tie® Jong uedical ald area, o2 Tiasr
ineident involvad an ARTYH soldizr found abcard & waler taxi +itacul Lhe
nroser ragers £5r the 46 boiiles of various {jpe anti-tiotics e wes
tranaporting, He was Surned over %o the Senior Advisor Xism Hoa Pmvince
for disposition. A routine inspection of a junk by a P=% on 15 December

resulted in the eonfiscation of over 27CO pounds of

-~
— e

Je Handelasp

sowdered milk and 60 galloms of Handelasp salad oil by U. -« 2uthoritdles
and the turning over of 31C0 pounds of umanifeated suzsr 5 MILD ¥y Tho

for Jdisposition.

Znclasure (3)



-+ DEOEASSIFIED

TIVERIME ACSAULT TORCE STMTARY

Decenmo.r 1556

Riverire warfars in December was azzin characterized Ty interdic-
tiaon, escordt and patrol, tass arez sezreh and paciflcatisn oreraticlis,
Small urdi zetiors over wide sress in Tier Joa, Uen “iarg, Choung Thisn,
2=d Az Zuyen provincss ascountad fox LSl Tist Cong iSlled, llccile IiTerize
Jroup 1IPHA crerziiors wers cordized or toe mest part to activiiy in xien
Zea Provizcs, and the stpport of the 2nd Zrizade, ¥, I, Axth Ixarntxy
Divizicn, MYobile Rverire Jrouwp SIAT0 operations consisted largely of a2
variety of special operztiorns in the southsrn delia region in coordination
with undts of tie 2nd, 3rd and lth Batizlions of Vietnsmese Harins Corps,

The follouiry table shows river sssault cralt employment an a typical
day in December ard is indicative of the present scope of operstions:

ACTIVITY/OPERATION MREP CRAFT ASSIDIED

ASPS ATC MoN  CC3B EEFTTIER

2nd Brigade, U, S, Sth
Infantry 13 32422 6 2

2nd Dattalion VT Brizads 2 25 6 1l

Operation GIANT SLINISH e ; i 3 3

Virh Te Czrpaisn

Rach Cia = Long Zuyen Campaizn 2 2

Chep to CTG 116,9 3 1

730 Training

Vobile Riverine Rase "AT Defense 5 10 2 i 5

GRIUP 4 EZrelosurs (4)

Dowvnzraded 2t 3 yecor irmtervals
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ACTTTITZ/0FTRATION (CONT'D) SP3  ATC MCN (CCB EEFUELZR

Yobils Riverine Base "B" Defense 7 8 ; | 2
Support CTG 117,1 2
Support €70 117,2 2

Casualty report 2

(o]
|4

Svarhanl/Conversion/iacksis 2 1

v
3
La
i
}-a
B,.
ny
o]
‘ 4
(W]
o

TASZ GRCUP 117,1 CPERATION

During December, Motdle Riverine Croup AILPHA engaged in a series
of operztions (designated Kidney Flush) desigped to keep corstant pressure
on the Vist Cong, With frequent inserticns in Ham Long, Mo Cay and True
Ciang districis of Xlsn Hoa Provirce, Army sround elements contirued to
Seck oul and destruy the eremy, These operztions employ riverine, zir and
ground assets and have produced significant attritdeon a-zinst the eneny,
Ths daily t0ll to the Viet Cong has been appreximately 10 dead coupled with
loss of supplies and equipment, Of the manmy detainees taken durirg thase
actions, abcut 20 percent are subsequently classifed as Vied Cong, whils
the remainder are determined to be innocert civilians,

iHzht ambush patrols have now been incorporated intec the operations
of the 3/6Cth Infantry, This is a definite change in }¥EF procedures, as
might landings were previously aveided as too dancercus, The procedure

¥

oeing followed is %o rest the troops during the dgy, land thenm 2fter dark,
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and extract tihem the following mo:ming, This is ths samg method stccess=
fully employed by urdts of the ldnih Infamtry Dividdén in Long An Frovincs
and las® month in Ciong Trom District of Xien Hoa Province,

Duxing ths morih RAD $2, with infontry embarked, escorted two ATy
saprly convoys composed of ICU's and ICH-8's Irem Dong Tam io the Special
Torces cam =t lee Joa, CTirectad Sxem 2 cezmand ard corirel helicopter,
thesa convoys were heavily suppersed Oy aridillsry, asszuld helicodter
companies and embarkad troops and procseded via the Cho Cao Canal, Yam Co
ard Van Co Tay rivers, The conveys ars nroviding support for airfield ime
provement in the Moc lea area, ‘

EAD 132 with six ASPBfs from RAS 9 and 11 salled to MPG ™A% on 30
Moverber and chorred te CT7 1171 on ) Decermber, The urdis then joined
elements of T 116 in Operation o SLUASHOT in the Tem Co Tay and Vem
Co Deng rivers, CTG 194.0, FIRST SEA LORD, directs the conduct of this
operatiocn,

The following hostile fire incidents zre selected %o briefly oute
lirs ths circumstancesunder which two Navymen wers killed in actlon and
seven sailors were wounded:

1, Whils insertine an Arry intelligencs zgathering Long Ranse
Reconnaissance Pa'rol (LEZP) at a position 3 miles soutimwest of iy Tho,
urdts of RAD J1 received B-LO rocket and A/H fire, ATC=S1-8 received thr
S=40 Tocket hits, one forward and two below the waterline, One U, §, A

soldier was killed, eizht were woundsd and seven lizvy crewmen were wov

Boclosure (L)
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2+ On an Operstion SLIICHOT mission on 24 Decemier, two

AS?T3's ermxmute t0 a presplammed ambush site with lst Adr Cavalry elereris

8

toayd, came under fire at a positlon 7 riles south of Ziep iloa on tha
¥am Co Deng RAlver, Turing the atiack, ths Loat capbain of A=3Fle5, D2
wallacs SUIIE, USH, was dlled, Anstler creuman was wounded, Thare wuas
dhiy 13xn% damaca to the AST3!s,

3« Om 27 Tecember 3t Z2105H, a pairal in suorort of Jpsration
S¥A LOTLS and consistirg of ore ASP3, ihres PSR's zxd ore ATC uwss proeccding
south on the Xach Cia - Iong Xuysn Caral 1Den tha patrol was attackasd ab
a positicn 3 miles northeast of Jach Gla, Cne sazilor was killed and thres
cthers vwers wounded as the ATC receivedBhres B=l0 rocket hits, Fire was
returned as the patrol dthdrew to the south, Two TSeawoll" LIFT wers

scramoled and placed strikes on the suspected snexy positlons,

TASK 2ILCP 117,2 CFRRITICHS

The fHirst five dzys of the mermth were utilized Sor iie completicn
of boat xmainterance in preparction for sulsequent operations,

Cn 5 December, 2AD 15 :ot underway fyom the MAB a% Can Tho with
30 assautlt crzft for overztions in base zrea L30, Three scopanies of the
Lth Battalion Vi cams 2board on 6 DCecember and the task urdt proceeded
te the zrea to begin oper=tions which lasted urtil the 1lth, Throush
the period VIIT troops conductad ground sweeps in selected leocztions and
the RAC patrolled in the gemeral area within s 10 mile racins to the south

and goutheast o Xien Hurg on ths Cai Lon River, Inexy reaction to the ITF



i

presence cams in the form of 12 B=40 rooket ambushes ¢ rinz the pariod,

The fire was returned and suptressed in all but the one instance in vhich
Lhore were friendly troops in the area, Two asscault craft were demszed a3

& result of thess actions and four USH wounded., on Ltun separata occasions,
B=4C rounds became lodged in the stymfsoam on an ATC and a 2irro, and failed
%2 detonate. This oneraiion sroved ©9 e ane of tha wwst suceessiul to

4z2%3 and resiillad in 55 Vist Conz dllesd, niy ome

by

Thiendly VLT was dlled,
in addizicn %0 ths large bedy wount, a Vist Cons prison casp was discuversd
by TNZ0 units, resuiiing in the relssge of 1D Vistnamese rrisoners, Sevarzsl
tons of weanoms, ammnition and military surpliss were cattured or destroyed,
The wnitis returned to the 453 on 1l December.

The Hobile Riverine Farca concert was projectsd into the open sea Zor
the first time attendant to the conduct of Operation SILV_i #ACI (TG 194.2) in
the western end of the Cua Lon River, Operating as units of Cperation
STA L&EDS, monitors, ASFE's and ATC's, with one mobile strike force eomsiny
from Eirh Thuy embarked, began lste on the nizit of 16 Dzcember and Lransitad
Phong Dinh, Chuong Thien and Kien Ciang provinces snd tha western coast of
South Vietnam in 36 hours. Meamwhile, the USS [fLICLR (APD39) with another
#CF eompany and a 30 man UOT/EQD element smbarked, USS SaTY2 (A3L123) and
955 LiEDELL COmTY (L8T839) (support/resupply LiT) procesdsd io the ren=
dezvous point in the Gulf of Thailsnd in three separate transits via -he
South China Sea and arcand the southernm tip of Victnam, dough seas delaved

the commencemont of the operatlon desizned ts destroy a series of 12 fish
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trap iype barricades erected actoss_ the western end of the Cua ILon iver,
After engountering difficulty om mud flats at the Cua Lon entrarce, the
tesk wdib succeeded in transiting ths shallows with the aid of a TN jurk
pilot, Strike Iorces wers positioned on the bank znd UDT/Z2CD uniis cormerced
destruction of the barricadss, Meeting light erermy resisiarce, iha SILVER
#alZ forces nad corploted Tarricade destruction on the merndng of 22 Cecene
Ter, and the itask unit tegen wdihdrzwsl ITom the area,

o 31 Pecember, curding recomialissancs in force crerations slony the
Can Cac Canal in the area 1520 rdles socuthwest of lach Cla, eremy ambushes
azairst the assauli craft producsd sizrificant friendly casualties an two
eccasicons, %hils undsrway to land uniis of the 2nd and 3rd btatitaliom 7L,
FAC 15 craft encountered B-lO rocket and automatic wespons (BA7) fire i’m
both barks =t 108L5H, Although epemy fire was returned and suppressed,
ore AIC and org mondtor were damaged Ty rocket hits and seven USN weras
wounded, Later that misht between 15505 and 2CL5H, in the same area, the
RAC, again with VHC troops aboard, coms uvndsr attack threse times ard re-
caived L0 to 50 B=40 rockets and heavy A/ fire, ATC-151-12 received four
B=l0 hits, ATC-132«13 received ong E=l0 hit and ATC-131=6 sustained three
B=40 hits producing heavy casuvalty fdzures of 10 USN, 28 Wi3¥ and 3 VN
wounded, Enamy {ire was retummed &ty the RUC in all cases and at 2145 4wo
Toeawolf® sumships and USAP "Spoocky® expended 21,000 rounds on ihe suspected

enemy pesitions,

inclosurs (L)

g 337 IDEATHAL
DECLASSITIED

=St W



ety

OMSBERTEL

'

TSN STATISTICAL STUERIARY
December 17808
MARZRT TME CAME WARDEN
Detecticns Lo, 2€] 250,913
Inspectims 20,556 15,513
Craft detained * 0
Persens dotainsd 1,119 1,h7h
Tiet Ceng suspects 26 75
Zestile fire incidsmts 23 *
Znemy casuaitiss:
a. Xilled €2(EC)+51(EST) &4{3C)+55(7RC2
b. Wounded 10(3C)«37(ST) 8(3C)+23(7=C3
¢. Captured 3 Ld
‘U3 casualtiss:
a. Zilled 3 L (1-03W)
b. Yomded 2g L7
ce Captured 0 8
d., Misging 2 Q
Inemy material losses:
2. DJestroysd:
(1} Jmnits or sammans €69 106
{2) Structures 736 i52
b. Captured:
(1) Juniss or sampans * 2
(2) Weapens # SEE PAGE
(3) Ammmition (reuds)  » SEE PACE
(4) Rice (tems) * 1+
¢s Dlamaged:
(1) Jumks or sampans 313 72
(2) Structures &2 11
U2 mmterial losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft o] 0
(2) Helicopters 0 3]
bs Camaged:
(1) Surface craft 17 17
(2) Helicopters 0 s
SAR missians * %

Ramarics:

#¢ Includes 2,327 grenodes.

#*¥% Tncl
torpedees.
IROUP L
Doewmmgraded at 3 year intervals
Decigssified after 12 years
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¥ Information not applicable or not available this date.

s 221 3=L0 rocksts, 115 mortar rounds, and 8§ tangalore

Znelosurs (5)




DECLASSIFIED
£ LIAL

ATTEIITIC AD WBAPQYS CAPTURED AS 4 RESULT CF TF 116 CF=RATILNS:

177,500 ECTIDS ©F SHATI ATSS QBUSTTICY
1,600 ZOMDS COF 12.7=a ERAVY MACTDTS 0 ATITw
¢ ICTEDS [Som EECOTIIESS IO

10 20BI0S S7am RECCTILESI RIFLE
477 RCEEDS 2w MCTTAR
858 CTHDS &Cmm MCRTAR

&Y

¥TUES CF VARTONS TS

T3S THE COTTTS OF TR0 55 CAIICH DTS OF OEITNOOTS (Al eSS
(37G CORCTSIILG, FRACENTATITY)

28w ZCCTETS

TIIES (NCCTET 4D L3T3)

0 3CCSTERS

CASES CF B=u0 CEARCES

120m IRTAZ ORISR

*DGIID PACIETS CF Ceff
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CZT COX RCCXET 3ICaT
120 MORTAR ¥ITE TRIPD ABD PASE TLATS
YACETHE G CRADIZ

59,000 TT OF BLASTTNG CCED
35 BLASTTRG CAPS

353 BATTERTRS
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HAVAL ADVISORY CRCUP STITTARY
Decemver 1580

Four more PCF's were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy (V¥N) this
month to bring the total of THN PCF's to 12, 0On 27 December, two PC¥'s
ecrducted the fir &l river patrol in corjunction with Opersztion SEA
ICITS when the Cal Lon Rver was penetreted into areas never tefore rea
by 7.0 craft, This first =mission was desigzned as a familigrizstion with

ZA IORDS operztions; thers was no enemy contact made during the 25-mils
trip, In addition, derivative benefits came from a VEE craft flying the
Vietnamese flag throughout the passage and in the small Delta village of
Kien Hung,

Brizade A, Vietnamese Marine Corps (VIMC), composed of the lst and
2nd Infantry Sattalions and Battery B, VIdT Artillery Battalion, operzted 1
in the vicinity of Tay liinh under the operationmal control of ihe 25th ARVN
Infantry Division during Operation SONG THAN, The brigade met with no
sigrificant enemy contact during the derloyment of l-3 December, On 10
December, the brizade reiired to the base camp at Thm Duc,

Brigade B was composed of the Lth Infamtry Battalion and Battery D
VI¥C Artillery Battalion ffom 1 throuch 18 December arnd participated in
Operation SONG THAN under the operational conircl of the Zlst ABVN Infa
Division in Chuong Thien Province, Cn 10 December, the marines were ¢
with L1 enemy killed ard 6 captured along with a large quaniiiy of we
and ammnition, The Vil marines suffered seven wounded during this t
The 2nd Infantry Zattalion relieved the Lth Infantry Battalion on?

GROUP L Erelce

Dovnicraded at 3 year intervals BN -.
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and on 24 December the 3rd Infantry Zattalion joined the brigade, Un

28 December the marines, under the cperational control of the Zlst ARV
Infantry Division, participated in amphibious operations in close coordina-
tion with the U, S, Mchile Riverire Porce in the northern Ueiini Forest
area, Cn 71 December the marines incurred 28 wounded wken the IAS cralt
in which they were ridirg came undsr enery attack, A Iirefiznt ensued
with urknown enexy casualtiss,

The newly instituted Amchibious Task Force (iTF), composed of the
3rd Infantry Batialion, 7HN RAG 21/33 and the ARV Tih and Fth Infaniry
Divisions, hesan conducting operztionms in the My Tho/Ben Ire areas this
merth and participated in operations SCIC TEAN and XIDNEY FIUSH, The
fledging ATF recorded litile enemy contact during its first month of
cperaticns,

The 5th and éth Infantry battalions cperated in and around Tay iirh
this menth conducting reconnzissance=ineforce and small umit patrols on
individual assigmments, The S5th Battalion was commitied to the U, S, 1st
Ar Cavalry Division and the lst dirborme Brigade while the éth Battalion
pursued the enemy under the operstional conmtrol of the ARVN 5th ard 25th

Infantry Divisions,
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PSYCHOLCGICAL_AND CIVIC ACTIG OPERATICIS
Decsmper 1964

This month 25 Hoi Chanhs rallied to naval forces. Ths total for
this year stands at 235, which is a L6 percent increase over last year's
total. The vast majority (153) of these pecmle.: have rallied during the
last four manths.

In cenjunction with Cperation GIANT SLTNGSHCT, loud speaxksr opera-
tims wers conducted extansively along the Vam Co Deng River. GQuick
reaction lsafist drops and aerial loudspesker breadcasts exploited the
pSychological vulnerabilities of the enemy generated by the presence of
U, S, Naval forces, and in particular Navy SEALs, in the areas of the
Cai Lon, Bo De and Cng Doc rivers, the Rach Gila-Leng Iuyen Canal and
Phu Quoc Island. The presence of U, S. Foress along the Rach Gia-Leng
Xuyen Canal has had 3 strategic effect upm pacification by gaining
vital lines of communications and allowing refugees to resettle in
their former homes under secure canditioms. Psychological operatians in
this area were also conducted in the form of HEDCAP and MILCAPS %o
solidify the gains made in the pacificatiom program. The response of
the peopls to these efforts was enthusiastic. Speaker operaticns and
MEDCAPs were also contimmed alamz the major Mekong River complex. An
insight into the value of waterborne speaker operations might be gained
from the following incident: In ¥y Tho through various scurces the
names of seven members of the Viet Cong infrastructure were gained.
These pecpls were appealed to by name in speaker cperations urging them

Enelosure (8)
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to rally to the government cause and giarantseing their perscnal safety.
Two of those appealed to subsequently rallisd to the govarnnent.

In the fmg Sat Special Zeme a majer effort was mada in pacification
to upgrade Ly hen village, fermerly rated a contasted area. FST0TS were
canducted during the monih in the form of (EDCiPs, entertainment troges

5 : . ; : : ; - o g
and speecnes Ty tas Tistrict Giis? urging the secplz io r2ily hehind +thg

=

L) -

t7 the radical

govermment. The resuiis wrs most effectiTe 23 eviderced
change in attituds by the sopulacs For ths sovermment.

Taroughout the rest of the comtry daily SSTOPS were conducted
utilizing the themes of velumtary informant, Chieu del, suppert of the
government and ths progress of the Pards Peacs Talks. Thers was also
centimisd use of Armed Propaganda Teams (sx-Tist Ceng) participating in
live speaker broadcasts.

During ths menth in excass of 50 IEDCAPs wers conducted and 13,862

zersans were treatad,
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